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Well, it is the beginning of a new year. I am only a little superstitious, but since I 
love the number 4, I am anticipating that 2012 will be a wonderful year. Of 
course, I am probably alone in this prediction, given that the new year is belea-
guered by war, economic woes and the prospect of a divisive Presidential elec-
tion. But there are plenty of things photographically that can help all of us put 
these tension producing events behind us and help us to relax in the months 

ahead. 

 

As I write this, I am watching a multitude of beautiful birds flit back and forth to 
our bird feeder. Dick and I awake each morning to this, and I do enjoy watching 
them feed while we have our breakfast. We have even had 2 pairs of bluebirds 
come to the feeder. Now it does cost money to have a feeder and seed, but 
when compared to traveling or opera tickets it is much less, and I dare say, it 

gives us just as much pleasure.  

 

We even had a firsthand look into the drama of life and death last week, when a 
Cooper's Hawk brought his prey to our yard.  We still have not figured out what 
the bird was that the hawk caught, but he proceeded to devour the poor bird for 
2 hours right outside of our breakfast window. By the time he had finished there 
were only a few feathers left. This week I will send a picture of him and of the 
feathers of his victim to the Virginia Raptors Society to see if they can collabo-

rate on identification of both birds. It was a gruesome, but fascinating 2 hours. 

 

During these cold plain months, I always get the urge to travel to more exciting 
areas. I was so enchanted by photographer that I had visions of joining him for a 
12 day trek in India, during which we would ride elephants and photograph wild 
tigers. Tigers are at the top of my list of best loved animals and I am horrified by 
their declining numbers. So I dreamed about this trip during November and De-
cember and put myself on their list. Unfortunately, right before Christmas they 
sent all the details and one of the details was the price which was $10,000. This, 
of course, proved much too rich for my pocketbook, so I have had to scale back 
my dreams of wild tigers. But, then I was reminded of Freeman Pattersonôs say-
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ing ñthe best place to photograph is where you are.ò Freeman is correct and as he so often does, he made me 

realize that great pictures exist all around us.  

 

During this period when we are all inside, one of the best things we can shoot is a portrait of our friends and 
relatives. For Christmas, Dick gave me a new, small Nikon Coolpics 9100. This was so I would always have a 
handy camera with me, since the weight of my big cameras often keeps me from bringing them everywhere. 
As we opened presents at my sisterôs house on Christmas Day I was able to snap away without being noticed 
and captured some soft, lovely images of my sisterôs granddaughter. It is a priceless moment of a fun time. 
My husband also captured a beautiful picture of the frost on our car one morning. Freeman Patterson and An-
dre Gallant would soften and lighten  this shot and sandwich it with others shots to make a unique photo. The 
point is, we all have the chance to photograph interesting things in our surroundings, even though they initially 

may not seem striking in the gloom of winter. 

 

The other way in which to keep busy is of course to learn more. This coming week I will take a two-day 
course from Eliott Cohen on Lightroom 3. The course is not cheap, but I find Eliott to be among the very best 
teachers. I hope he will unveil for me an understandable method for importing and filing images in Lightroom. 
Then I can spend most of the winter months finally put all my photos into files that make sense. The filing sys-

tem has been the bane of my existence in both film and digital photography, so wish me luck. 

 

This is also the time of year to photograph inside, with churches, museums and art galleries awash in won-
derful exhibits and most of the tourists gone. I can hardly wait to get to the National Cathedral now that it is 
open. And this is the year that the Smithsonian will have its wonderful orchid exhibit. These are only 2 of the 

places that we can visit at our leisure and have fun photographing. 

  

Last but not least, Joel Miller is again going to host an abstract print competition.  Last year, VPS had a large 
number of entrants and a large number of images chosen for the final show. Let's have fun again this year by 
keeping our eyes open for all kinds of abstracts for the next 2 months. I have found that once you start think-
ing about abstracts you see them everywhere and it is a very interesting theme to pursue for a couple of 
months. In our first yearly meeting on January 4, Joe will speak to us about abstracts, and his discussion is 

not to be missed. 

 

I would like all of you to start thinking about our officers for the coming year. I think any organization is better, 
when leadership changes every couple of years. You will have a chance to participate either as a board mem-
ber yourself or as you nominate someone whom you think would be good on the board. The hunt is on, so 
think about what you would like to do for VPS. Luckily, such work doesn't take too many hours each month 

and it does lead to new friendships. 

 

I hope that you all have enjoyed a wonderful couple of weeks of rest and relaxation.  I wish for you all a joyful 

and safe new year. 

 

Fondly, 

 

Liz 
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VPS Christmas Party 2011 

 

     The 2011 VPS Christmas party was held at the house of Debbie and Dave Newell who again graciously 
hosted the annual gathering for our club. There were around 50 members attending. After a brief welcome by 
our president, Liz Bumgarner, and a moment of silence in memory of one of our long-time members who re-
cently passed away, dinner was served and delicious eats and good wine were enjoyed by all. Mary Jane 
Fish had devised a game as ice-breaker--a word was stuck to each person's back and one had to guess what 
it was by asking questions of other party goers. No prizes involved, just fun. Joan Axilbund had set up the an-
nual photo competition; this year the theme was "holiday fun" and the first prize by popular vote went to Julie 
Cochran. Thanks, Mary Jane and Joan for all your effort. 
     On behalf of all of us who enjoyed this event, we again send special thank yous to Debbie and Dave for 
opening their lovely home to VPS members. Without their wonderful hospitality this party could not have 
taken place. Sincere thanks are also rendered to all those of you who came early, helped during the festivities 
with various tasks, and stayed late to clean up and restore order to our hosts' home. All the assistance was 
greatly appreciated. 
     For those of you who were unable to attend this year, you were missed, and it is hoped that you will be 
able to join us for next year's Christmas festivities. 
     A very happy new year to everyone and we look forward to seeing you at club meetings and outings in 
2012. 

  

 


