
Special points of interest:  

 

¶ NEST MEETING  SEP-

TEMBER 1ST, 2010 

¶ Competition  has been 

rescheduled from 

September 15 th  to 

September 22 nd  

Judge is Steve 

Gottlieb  

¶ SEPTEMBER SPEAKER 

NIKHIL BAHL  

¶ SEPTEMBER FORUM 

MAT -CUTTING WORK-

SHOP 
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Hello everyone,  

 

I hope you have had a good summer despite the heat.   

 

I have been lucky this year and traveled twice to cooler spots.  Early in the summer, we 

went to Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons and Moab, Utah where we visited both Can-

yonlands and Arches National Parks.  Needless to say I snapped away and scrambled 

over rocks and hills to take lots of images of the gorgeous terrain and animals living 

there.  I was held back a bit for the first time by my asthma that bothered me quite a 

bit at the higher altitudes.  It wasnõt helped by the fact that the lodge pole pines in 

Yellowstone were full of pollen.  The day before we arrived, it became very windy and 

you could see all of the pollen in the air when we got there and for the next few days.  

It made me think of how strenuous it can be to be a serious photographer.  No one 

ever speaks about the physical stamina needed to climb, stoop, hike or lug around pho-

tography equipment for 6 hours at a wedding and still have a smile on your face.  Pho-

tographers donõt sit still unless itõs in front of a computer these days.  To get interest-

ing shots you have to be out looking and seeing.  Perhaps it is these activities of seeing 

and moving that keep many a photographer young at heart and fitter than most.  

 

Our second trip was to Maine and Vermont, where it was blessedly cooler than here.  

Both of these states are photographic and calm and I probably I have enough window 

and farm images to last a lifetime.  Too bad those were topics in last yearõs competi-

tions.  

 

The first meeting of the new VPS year is fast approaching on September 1.  We are 

very excited to have Nikhil Bahl start the fall with us.  His photography is intense and 
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 SUMMER PICNIC  

Martin Fish  

VPS held its annual summer picnic at Nottoway Park on August 7.  We were fortunate to get a very nice day when 

the temperature was not so high and it cooled off to be an even more pleasant evening.  About 30 people showed 

up with food to share and VPS provided the hamburgers and hotdogs.  Everything was delicious!  

 

This year Mary Jane and I tried something different by bringing corn on the cob.  Every grill is different, but I 

think most of the corn was cooked and everyone enjoyed them. We have certainly enjoyed the leftovers our-

selves. 

 

The good thing about the picnic is that it is a time to sit back and get to know your fellow club members better 

and share stories of trips traveled or photos captured.  It is also a time to catch up with friends you might not 

have seen lately.  Being a photo club the cameras were also in attendance and hopefully some interesting shots 

were taken.  We even had a prospective member show up.  Hopefully he will come back to attend our meetings in 

September.  

 

I hope everyone had a wonderful time.  I was manning one of the grills and did not have enough time to see every-

one and say "hi". 

 

This year my resolution is to write down what supplies we brought to the picnic and how much was used.  This may 

help the next person who plans this event, because I know I thought of several things I could have used last year.  

And even then, I found I needed more things.  A list will be necessary as I enter the "forgetful years".  
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NIKHIL BAHL  

òCREATIVE INTERPRETATIONSó 

Phil Kronenberg and Renee Loeffler  

{philkvt@vt.edu}  

Photography is all about interpretation. From subject selection, to focal length and 

shutter speed and aperture, to camera placement, to post -processing, a photogra-

pher makes many decisions that interpret the subject. A photographer may  show 

the subject in an atypical manner, may challenge  our perceptions by delving into the 

abstract, or leave a viewer guessing what the subject òreally isó.  In his presenta-

tion, Nikhil Bahl will discuss and illustrate his approach to creative interpretation.  

<Nikhil-Bahl.jpg> 

Nikhil returns to VPS after his very successful presentation in November 2009 in 

which he explored the need to go beyond the rules of photography to develop im-

ages that are unorthodox and imaginative. This time he will take us into the realm 

of conceptualizing and interpreting the scene that is to be captured by the crea-

tive photographer.  

 

 

September Speaker (Reprinted From Summer 2010 Issue)  

Shooting Theatrical Productions  
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By Harold Bonacquist  

 Most of us have, at some point, tried to shoot a theatrical production --  nothing fancy, probably, just a 

school Christmas show or a kids' ballet. It's hard to do right with a SLR, and almost impossible to do with the 

typical point and shoot that parents take to these types of things.  

 I have followed my daughter's stage career for 15 years. I started with a P&S, moved up to a Nikon D80 

and now shoot with a D200. Some time ago, I began to shoot semi -professional productions. A year ago, I moved 

back to D.C. from overseas, and started working with the Vienna Theatre Company. Here are the lessons I've 

learned along the way:  

 1. I rarely will have enough light. You'd think with all those huge klieg lights overhead the stage 

would be bathed in light, but most scenes are lit for dramatical purposes, which means medium or low light levels. 

In a well - lit, static production a kit lens might do, but in a fast -paced, low- lit production, like VTC's production 



last spring of the musical A Grand Night for Singing, F3.5 will not get the job done. Heck, I have an f2.8 70 -

200mm Nikon VR lens, and even it isn't fast enough for many scenes. My lens of choice has become a simple 

prime f1.4 50mm lens, wide open. I use a monopod to steady the camera, but even so, I need to crank the ISO 

up, at least to 800 and sometimes to 1200.  

 2. A prime lens means I need to move around a lot to get the best shots. This means I can't shoot 

the actual production, as it would be too distracting to the audience. Thus, I shoot the dress rehearsal. I can 

stand wherever I want --  sometimes, on a chair or table, sometimes at the edge of the stage. This opens up a lot 

of creative possibilities. A f1.4 50mm shooting wide open has a narrow depth of field, but that doesn't matter 

much because on stage the actors tend to stand the same distance back from the front of the stage.  

 3. I can't rely on automatic white balance. For some reason, all those colored lights seem to mess it 

up. The D200's Tungsten setting works perfectly --  Go figure. Other camera settings I use are continuous 

frame advance; JPEG (RAW files are too big with continuous frame advance); and dynamic autofocus.  

 4. Post-production is the key to turning this raw material into something useable. It takes time --  

I'll quickly whittle 500 shots down to 200 that are worthy of further effort, and then spend around 10 minutes 

on each. I use Photoshop Elements 8.0 with a bunch of plugins. My workflow is:  

 Straighten and crop.  

Balance input levels and dark/light areas.  

Saturate. Lots of saturation. Hey, these are supposed to be dramatic shots!  

Sharpen. Lots of sharpening. The pix can take it because in the next step I ...  

Reduce noise. Yeah, you're supposed to reduce noise first, but doing it last seems to work better for me. Newer 

cameras, they say, don't create a lot of noise. At ISO 1200, my D200 does. I've tried a number of different 

noise reduction filters, and for my money Topaz DeNoise 4.1 is far and away the best, although really slow. 

They've just come out with version 5, which they claim is twice as fast.  

 5. If you plan to use the pix for anything other than editorial purposes, remember to get releases. 

Permission to shoot the production for the theatre company's publicity purposes does not imply permission from 

the cast members to use their pictures for other commercial purposes.  

 Here are a few pix from A Grand Night of Singing. If you want to see more, visit the Stage galleries in 

my website, HaroldBonac-
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The Nature Visions website is up and running.  You can find it at http://naturevisions.org/   

If you are interested in the guidelines for submitting photos to this expo, click on the Artist tab and then 

you will find Download Exhibitor Guidelines in the middle of the page.  Remember you can enter 6 entries for 

free but you can submit an additional 4 more for a mere $20.00.  Start collecting your photos now.  

Deadline for print entries is October 15 th .  No exceptions.  

Everyone entering photos into this expo will be required to volunteer some time before/during the expo.  We 

need all the help we can get.   You donõt have to enter to volunteer. 

Thanks, 

Mary Jane Fish  

VPS ð Nature Visions Rep  

Nature Vision Update  
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Steve Gottlieb  

 

A one day DC workshop Nov. 13th  for mid -Atlantic Camera club members ONLY (including VPS) ($135/

includes free copy of new DC book) ( http://www.horizonworkshops.com/workshops.html?cr=183 ) 

 

Two weekend workshops in DC, Oct. 2 -3 and Nov. 6 -7. (http://www.horizonworkshops.com/workshops.html?

cr=122) 

 

Iõve recently begun offering one-day workshops to individual camera clubs, either in Chesapeake City. MD or 

at a location near you. The workshops are on three subjects: òCreative Visionó òFlash Magic,ó and 

"Photographing People on Location." We select a mutually convenient date for me and your interested mem-

bers (10 is a minimum); they can register on the Horizon Workshops website. (Cost ranges from $99 

(Chesapeake City) to $115 (N. Virginia area) http://www.horizonworkshops.com/groups.html  

 

Steve can be reached at info@horizonworkshops.com  and 410 885 -2433.  

Horizon Workshops  

http://naturevisions.org/
http://www.horizonworkshops.com/workshops.html?cr=183
http://www.horizonworkshops.com/workshops.html?cr=122
http://www.horizonworkshops.com/workshops.html?cr=122
http://www.horizonworkshops.com/groups.html
mailto:info@horizonworkshops.com


On Saturday morning, August 21st, several VPS members met at Vienna Metro 

and car-pooled to Bealeton, VA for an impromptu field trip to the 37th Annual 

Flying Circus Hot Air Balloon Festival and Air Show. Dennis T., Susan I., Mike and 

Julie C., Martin and Mary Jane F., and Robert J. met at Metro parking lot. War-

ren S., Jim H., and Warren W. were at the 6:00AM gate opening.  Rick B. then 

Desiree and her family, drove directly to the Air Show. What a great turn -out 

and opportunity to take photographs of hot air balloons, tail -dragger airplanes, 

and aviation wing walkers. Warren and Dennis separately took the opportunity to 

fly in a vintage open -air cockpit bi -plane at the festival.  

The early folks arrived to see the fog layers indicating calm air, good for balloon 

activities.  The announcer said there were a total of 11 balloons participating.  

Some started on the Circusõ field and others flew in to the site.  A brand new 

single balloon did its maiden voyage as crowd watched and learned about modern 

technologies in the airships.  Larger balloons offered rides with various numbers 

of paying passengers.  Initially, the winds at different levels allowed the pilots 

to circle the field before all headed downwind by 9:30.   

Once the balloons were out, ride activities in the vintage plane took the field.  

ôReal planes have round enginesõ according to a bumper sticker on the grounds.  

These planes were mostly from the 1930õs.  For those who are into these air car-

riages, several Stearman by Boeing made the fleet core.  A beautiful, white 

WACO with red trim offered rides for more than one person at a time.  Paying 

passengers could opt for either a ôregular rideõ or an exciting aerobatic spin.  

The spins were barrel rolls and full loops.           
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